
Macintosh Diacriticals Tip by Cindy O’Hora
Most people, who regularly work on their computer using a language other than 
English, are well acquainted with how to enter diacriticals in their desktop publishing. 
But some of us rarely confront the need for an acute accent or a cedilla. 

Option Key
A handy tip is to use the Option key. When entering diacriticals on the letters: u, n,  e - 
hold down the Option key and type the letter. Nothing will happen. Release the Option 
key and hit the letter key again. It will appear with the symbol above the letter. The 
results: é, ñ, ü  ¡Olé!

What about the inverted punctuation for Español?  
Hold down both the shift and option keys as you type the question mark ¿. 
Exclamation points require just holding down the option key as you hit the 1 key ¡¡¡¡

To get an accent-grave hold down the Option key and type the tilde key, then hit the 
desired letter.   The results - è, ì, à, ò

You may want to have just the diacritical symbol itself to appear on the page. The 
secret is to use the Shift key with the Option key combination. 
To get the umlaut use shift, option, and “u”.  
To get the accent-acute hold down the shift and option keys and type an “e”. 

The Macintosh utility called Key Caps  can be handy in these instances. It is 
accessible in the Apple Menu. Launch it . You will see a virtual keyboard. Hold down 
the option key on your real keyboard. The virtual keyboard will change the key 
labeling to show you the results of key combination using that Option key. Now hold 
down both the Option key and the Shift key. You will see the results will change.

Personally, I use the freeware PopChar  for all my special character challenges. It 
puts a tiny red P on my menu bar. I just hold down on it and drag... select the special 
character I desire.

Keep in mind that some fonts do not offer all the special characters. This seems to be 
particularly true of fun fonts. 

Alaskan Nights leaves you out 

in the cold for diacriticals.

The web page  http://www.afscv.org/accents.htm offers a very helpful chart which 
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features all the keying for the many diacriticals in both Macintosh and Windows word 
processing. It also provides the appropriate html code for having them accurately 
appear in web pages. I found this information very helpful when trying to get my last 
name to correctly display in the title bar at the top of my web pages.
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